[A Case of an Elderly Patient with Unresectable Gastric Cancer Treated by Paclitaxel and Ramucirumab].
An 80-year-old man was admitted to our hospital with appetite loss in December 2014. Gastroduodenal scope, abdominal computed tomography(CT), and laparoscopy revealed type 4 advanced gastric cancer(poorly differentiated adenocarcinoma) with multiple lymph node(LN)involvement and multiple peritoneal metastasis. S-1(80mg/body)was administrated between January 2015 and September 2015 in the outpatient clinic. A partial response was obtained, but a gastric tumor, ascites, and LN re-growth were observed. Since October 2015, paclitaxel(PTX)(70mg/m2; day 1, 8, and 15)and ramucir- umab(RAM)(8mg/kg; day 1 and 15)have been administered. After 2 courses, bi-weekly PTX plus RAM were continued for grade 3 neutropenia and grade 2 anorexia. The tumor and LNs partially responded, and the ascites disappeared. With this dosage and administration schedule, the partial response(PR)was maintained for approximately 8 months without any severe adverse reactions. This successful case might indicate that it is important for elderly patients with gastric cancer that progressed with prior chemotherapy regimens to consider appropriate reduction of the PTX dosage, schedule, and continuation of RAM.